Northaw and Cuffley Residents Association 
· Annual General Meeting Minutes
   April 30th  2026 at Cuffley  Hall

Present - Committee
Harry Spencer Chair 
Diane Draper Treasurer 
David Cheesman 
Melanie Wilson
Andrea Allgood
Tina Watkins
Bonnie Lythgoe 
Apologies
Ian Hastings, Denise Young, Bernadette Hammerson-Wood, Ann Holland, Brian Seeger(Con Candidate), LIH Ltd, Stonebond Ltd

Speakers 
Cllr Fiona Thomson
Cllr Barbara Fitzsimon
Ian Gregory Green Party Candidate
Andrew Lack Enfield Society
Peter Jeffrey Crews Hill Residents Association

In attendance members from the GOCA Committee and several dozen NCRA members

Chair’s opening remarks
All were welcomed to the AGM. 
Chair’s Report
A busy year for the committee has included 
· Working with Hertfordshire County Council on road safety, including Station Road/Well  Road junction, Cattlegate/ Coopers Lane Road, and improvements to older zebra crossings
· Monitoring all Parish planning applications and submitting objections where appropriate
· Notifying members of significant planning applications in the Parish
· Successful negotiations for the Plough Hill pedestrian crossing and speed bumps
· Meetings with County, Borough and Parish Councillors to raise residents’ concerns 
· Meeting with the Cuffley Surgery Manager to discuss patient issues and access 
· Donating towards children’s craft activities at our Community Library to mark Herts Libraries’ 100-year centenary 
· Sourcing books for the Cuffley Station Book Swap launch (no travel ticket needed to enjoy the books on Platform 2) 
· Liaising with Goffs Oak Community Association and Crews Hill Residents Association 
· Participation in CPRE and London Green Belt Council meetings 
· Attendance at the Cecil Gascoigne renewable energy plans meeting 
· And involved in campaign to make safe for vehicles  The Meadway road surface which had systemic failure
Committee members were thanked for their NCRA voluntary work in support of our community and attendees were welcomed to join the Committee as places were available.

Treasurers Report
· Once again on behalf of the Committee and residents grateful thanks went to Tony Osler for checking our accounts for 2025. It was very much appreciated. A donation of £50 to a local charity, “The Clayton Centre”, in recognition of Tony’s work was proposed and agreed. 
· Income in 2025 from subscriptions was significantly higher than the previous year.
· The sub remains at £5 per household.
· Minutes of the AGM 24th June 2025 and the 2025 Accounts were made available to members by email together with the revised Constitution.
· All the above were approved

Election of Chair
Harry Spencer was proposed, seconded and re-elected as Chair.

Election of Committee Members
All the members of the Committee offered themselves for re-election and were re-elected. 

Notes on the Q and A session 
Speakers each gave a brief introduction on their involvement in or concerns about current local issues. Cllr Thomson reminded us all that under Local Government Reform WHBC will merge with as yet unidentified boroughs to transform into  a Unitary Authority when the Government make a decision in the summer on which model to adopt across Hertfordshire.
The open forum allowed for a wide range discussions between the attendees and the Panel of speakers, which was chaired by Harry.  The main topic of interest was undoubtedly the New Town proposal for 21000 homes at Crews Hill which is in addition to the hundreds of dwellings proposed in Goffs Oak, Cuffley, Northaw and Potters Bar. Our area continues to face extensive development pressures, often without the necessary investment in infrastructure. Concerns remain around road capacity, access to GP services, public transport provision, youth facilities, and other essential services that are critical to maintaining the character and sustainability of our villages. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]An audience member raised the topic of a Consultation on the proposed closure of the Herts Performing Arts Library which supports many local choirs with loans of music scores. Without access to this service it is anticipated that many choirs will fold. 

The Chairman thanked all for attending. Meeting Closed at 9.30pm
· Draft minutes for approval at the 2027 AGM

