NCRA Community Meeting July 9th 2026 Cuffley Hall
Draft Minutes
Present Committee: Harry Spencer, Diane Draper, Ian Hastings, Melanie Wilson, Andrea Allgood
Visitors  Cllr Fitzsimon (WHBC) , Dominic Cain (Y&C Centre), Jane Brook (Northaw Orchard & Great Wood), Gary Brook (Northaw Hall), Roy Papworth (Cuffley Hall),  Diane Cracknell and David White (Cuffley Scouts), Cllr Sive (Chair Parish Council), Murray Scott and Barry Cressey (various G O orgs). Edward Plumbly (Northaw Resident)
Apologies David Cheesman, Tina Watkins, Bonnie Lythgoe, Cllr Fiona Thomson, Linda Toye 
Issues Discussed 
Increasing Community Involvement
· Within the Parish, all our Community Organisations represented agreed it’s a struggle to attract volunteers
· Communicating to residents about local activities is problematic so leads to a general lack of knowledge. Social media could be used. The suggestion was to recruit a young person to manage this.
· The Parish Council Maynard Place notice board was valued for advertising local events but  has not been replaced. Cllr Sive will progress this matter through the Parish Council.
· The Parish Council newsletter Update which goes to all homes no longer lists community organisations as used to be the case. Cllr Sive is in favour of this practice being reinstated. NCRA to compile a list of organisations for the Parish Council. 
· The benefits of holding a Village Day were discussed. There was enthusiasm for the idea though lack of clarity about who could lead on this and whether financial support would be forthcoming from the Parish Council as not a decision Cllr Sive can make.
· Dominic suggested the Y&C Centre with previous event experience could host a village event.
· Cllr Sive was asked if the Parish Council could fund a community support worker. This welcome idea would have to be put to full Council

Local Housing Development
· GOCA and NCRA in favour of  jointly campaigning  against excessive local developments.
· The local GP service is facing significantly increased demand from the new housing estates in Cuffley and Goffs Oak. Replacement GP premises are being sought in Cuffley - though the upper floor of the existing surgery appears to be unused.

Unitary Authorities
· HCC and Local Boroughs to be replaced under Government policy. The decision on the Unitary Authority model for Hertfordshire is expected in the next few weeks. This could be two, three or four Unitary Authorities. Our Parish will in future only be represented by two Councillors rather than three.

Meeting Summary 
Very positive first step. The momentum should be maintained and all agreed to be added to a NCRA “community” email list
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Edward Plumbly was welcomed as a new committee member.

No meeting in August

Next NCRA Committee meeting 7.30 pm  Thurs Sept  3rd   Cuffley Small Hall  


